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ARTICLE INFO Extended ABSTRACT
Article History: . ACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES: The formation of the urban landscape, as a reflection
Received 2023/04/01 of a city’s culture and identity, involves both objective and subjective dimensions. In
Revised 2023/06/13 i recent years, urban planning in Iran has encountered difficulties in managing the urban
Accepted 2023/08/09 §Iandscape. The failure to implement urban projects effectively highlights the absence of
Available Online  2024/08/26 %control and visual guidance regulations, which serve as tools for urban policies, thereby
i complicating efforts to address urban landscape issues. Comprehensive research has not
Keywords: iyet focused on identifying and ranking the semantic-identity challenges of Iran’s urban
The Urban Landscape of Iran landscape. Although numerous studies have explored urban landscapes, a comprehensive
Semantic-ldentity Challenges iapproach to categorizing, prioritizing, and addressing these challenges has been largely
Ranking i overlooked, forming the basis for this research. The overall goal of this study was to

Trilogy Analysis {identify and rank the challenges of Iran’s urban landscape based on expert opinions.

ETHODS: This research adopted a mixed-methods approach, incorporating both

i qualitative and quantitative components, to thoroughly identify and prioritize the

.................................................... . isemantic-identity challenges of the urban landscape in Iran. A comprehensive and focused
Use your device to scan i search was conducted across domestic and international databases, as well as reputable

and read the article online H . . H H H “ ”

i publications in landscape architecture, using relevant keywords such as “landscape,

E . E i“urban landscape,” “urban image” (visual aspect of landscape), and “historical and
icontemporary landscape.” A total of 256 articles were collected, and more than 40

L = i domestic and international studies from the past decade were carefully selected for further
i analysis. Content analysis of these studies was performed to extract the semantic-identity

E i challenges facing Iran’s urban landscape. The identified challenges were categorized using

gthe “Trilogy Analysis model” for a more structured approach. In the third step, expert
i opinions were gathered by asking a sample group of professionals in fields related to urban
ilandscape (urban planning, architecture, and landscape) to rank the challenges within
i each category. For ranking, the one-sample t-test and Friedman test were applied using
Q {SPSS 24 software. A total of 240 questionnaires were distributed online to experts using

i the snowball technique, and 118 were completed within seven days.
Number of References :

55 INDINGS: “Structural challenges” in the urban landscape primarily relate to urban

{0 governance and decision-making processes. These challenges include issues such as

gthe failure to convert urban landscape development plans into actionable outcomes.

: A major contributing factor to this problem is the inefficiency of regulatory systems. In

Number of Figures Iran’s urban planning system, the monitoring and evaluation aspects are often overlooked.
3 i Specifically, there are no proper criteria for visual control of the urban landscape, or they

T gare neglected. Additionally, the lack of adjustment in protection programs for historical
: cities has resulted in significant changes in recent urban developments. In addressing the
= challenges in the “content and behavioral” sector, attention was also given to the behavior
Number of Tables i of urban landscape professionals and the general public. Limited public participation in

5 {Iran’s urban planning system has long been an issue. The absence of public involvement in
i the design phase leads to a neglect of the visual and perceptual aspects of the city in the
minds of citizens, as well as the cognitive and semantic dimensions of projects. As a result,
i many urban landscapes fail to establish meaningful connections with users, contributing to
i a sense of placelessness and lack of identity in cities. Furthermore, a significant challenge
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?in the urban planning system is the absence of a common language between the academic
i community, professionals, and urban managers, leading to ineffective communication
i between these groups.

i The findings showed no significant differences between the averages. However, based
i on expert opinions and the one-sample t-test, the three contextual challenges with the
highest averages were:

i 1. Crisis and chaos in the landscape of contemporary cities.

i 2. Transformation of the cityscape and the loss of balance in the city’s appearance.

i 3. The disconnection between the historical and contemporary landscapes in cities.

In the category of “structural challenges,” inefficient oversight systems and the lack of
i evaluation and assessment in implemented plans are identified as the most critical issues.
i Challenges related to the behavior of professionals and citizens in the urban landscape
i fall under the content (behavioral) branch. Among these, the disregard for the concept
of meaning is a key factor contributing to the phenomenon of placelessness in cities. This
iissue highlights the need for urban management to focus on the perceptual and visual
i aspects of citizens, which can be addressed through active public participation in creating
the landscape.

ONCLUSION: This research, which specifically addresses the challenges within a

particular area of the urban planning system, will be more effective in resolving
issues in this field and can more purposefully determine the path of future actions in the
i urban landscape. Despite the abundance of studies focused on the urban landscape, a
i comprehensive examination of the semantic-identity challenges of the urban landscape,
i addressing both the objective and subjective aspects, has not been sufficiently explored.
%The findings of this research can be valuable and the results indicate that the three-
i part classification of 1) content (behavioral) challenges, 2) structural challenges, and 3)
i contextual challenges ranked in order of importance from first to third. To tackle the issues
i and challenges of the urban landscape, priority should be given to addressing “behavioral
gchallenges.” Conversely, contextual challenges, such as the lack of sufficient knowledge
{in the landscape field or the adaptation of global guidelines to local ones, rank last in
{ importance.

{ HIGHLIGHTS:

i - Trilogy Analysis includes three parts. Content (behavioural), Structural, and Contextual
i variables were used to identify and analyze the causes of crises.

i - “Behavioral Challenges” in dealing with the urban landscape should be the priority of
actions to solve the current problems.

i - To solve the Semantic-ldentity challenges of the urban landscape, after solving the Content
! (behavioural) challenges, one should go to the structural and contextual challenges.
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Table 1. “Trilogy Analysis model” of urban landscape challenges

Contextual

Structural

Content and Behavioural

The boundary of the field of action of different
disciplines in dealing with the urban landscape is not
clear (Asadpour, 2018: 64) (V1)

Lack of operational solutions in urban
landscape development programs
(Mahmeli Abyaneh, 2011) (V8)

Limiting people's participation in the urban
landscape (Imani Jajarmi, 2016: 95, Mansouri,
2018: 3, Barati, 2006, Majidi et al., 2021) (V14)

Lack of a systematic knowledge or efficient
methodology to organize the Urban landscape (Barati,
2006: 20) (V2)

The inefficiency of the monitoring
systems (quality improvement regulations
for scape of city and urban landscape
(Approvals of the Supreme Council of
Architecture and Urban Planning of Iran,
2007,2012, 2015) (V10)

The lack of attention of urban management and
planning to the visual and perceptual aspects of
the city in the citizens minds (Zare et al., 2019: 2)
(V15)

Achieving common goals in dealing with the
landscape of cities is complicated due to the
multidimensionality of cities (Maleki, Ahmadi, 2012:
15) (V3)

The dimension of supervision in visual
management and the evaluation process
and the valid criteria for its implementation
have not been addressed (Approvals of the
Supreme Council of Architecture and
Urban Planning of Iran, 2007, 2012, 2015,
Maleki, Ahmadi, 2012) (V11).

Ignoring the capacities of perceptual and
semantic dimensions in plans and projects
(Majidi et al., 2021: 18 )(V16)

Transfering from international guidelines to local
policies (Foroughmand Arabi, Khabazi, 2012: 44,
Ginzarly et al., 2019) (V5)

The criteria have been without considering
the users and the meaning received from
them addressed (Approvals of the Supreme
Council of Architecture and Urban
Planning of Iran, 2007, 2012, 2015) (V19)

Lack of a common language between the
scientific and professional community and Urban
managers (Barati, 2006: 6) (V4)

The current process of knowledge production in urban
design has limited the possibility of localization
(Foroughmand Arabi, Khabazi, 2012: 44) (V6)

Lack of rules and regulations of control
and visual guidance (Approvals of the
Supreme Council of Architecture and

Urban Planning of Iran, 2007, 2012, 2015)
V17)

Many Urban landscape do not make any
meaningful connection with users. In reading the
meaning of the urban landscape context,
sometimes clear imagery are not formed in the
users minds (ziyari, izadi, 2018: 34). (V23)

Landscape design has avoided engaging with public
spaces and inclusive standards. (V13)

Neglecting the importance of preserving
the visual identity of the urban landscape in
the designs (Approvals of the Supreme
Council of Architecture and Urban
Planning of Iran, 2007, 2012, 2015) (V20)

Ignoring the category of meaning is one of the
main causes of the phenomenon of placelessness
in cities (Hoseinzadeh, Moeini, 2020: 50,
Rostgarjaleh, Pedram, 2018) (V27)

It is difficult to respond to the different needs and
values of different social groups (V7)

Absence of a special protection program
from a historical urban Landscape (V18)

It is a challenge to gather all the characteristics of the
historical urban landscape and collect its components
and address the cultural heritage values.

(Ginzarly et al., 2019: 2) (V21)

Historical urban landscape have suffered
the most damage from urban development

(ziyari, izadi, 2018: 34). (V29)

The severance of the meaningful relationship between
the historical landscape and the contemporary
landscape in cities (ziyari, izadi, 2018: 34,
Esmaeeldokht et al., 2021: 48) (V25)

Crisis and chaos in the landscape of contemporary
cities (Esmaeeldokht et al., 2021: 46) (V28)

Transformation of the cityscape and the loss of
balance in it (Shabani, kamyab, 2013: 89) (V12)

Today's chaotic urban landscape of cities has
problems from the "qualitative and semantic
dimension" that cause people's dissatisfaction. (Majidi
etal., 2021: 18) (V22)

"Urban landscape as a text" has lost part of its
"meaning" due to disintegration, destruction and
degradation (Roustaei, Naseri, 2019: 124, Habibi,

1994: 11) (V26)

The challenge of the city is on the verge of entering a
new era of "the meaning and interrelationship
between man and the artificial environment."(Barati,
2006: 6) (V24)

Cities do not have the ability to resist other cities and
ultimately act passively, so that nothing of their
identity remains. (Rostgarjaleh, Pedram, 2018) (V9)
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Table 2. The output of the t-test of contextual challenges

One-Sample Statistics

Contextual challenges of urban landscape in Iran N Mean Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean

The boundary of the field of action of different disciplines in dealing with the 118 3.47 1.025 0.094
urban landscape is not clear. (V1)

Lack of a common language between the scientific and professional community 118 3.68 1.093 0.101

and Urban managers (V4)
Achieving common goals in dealing with the landscape of cities is complicated 118 3.64 1.010 0.093
due to the multidimensionality of cities (V3)
Transferring from international guidelines to local policies (V5) 118 3.47 1.153 0.106
The current process of knowledge production in urban design has limited the 118 3.15 1.035 0.095
possibility of localization (V6)
It is difficult to respond to the different needs and values of different social 118 3.23 1.065 0.098
groups (V7)
Cities do not have the ability to resist other cities and ultimately act passively, so 118 4.19 1.023 0.094
that nothing of their identity remains. (V9)
Transformation of the cityscape and the loss of balance in it (V12) 118 4.23 0.841 0.077
Landscape design has avoided engaging with public spaces and inclusive 118 3.60 1.103 0.102
standards. (V13)

Urban landscape as a text" has lost part of its "meaning" due to disintegration, 118 3.70 0.990 0.091
destruction and degradation (V26)

Today's chaotic urban landscape of cities has problems from the "qualitative and 118 4.08 1.808 0.074

semantic dimension" that cause people's dissatisfaction. (V22)
The challenge of the city is on the verge of entering a new era of "the meaning 118 3.98 0.887 0.082
and interrelationship between man and the artificial environment." (V24)
The severance of the meaningful relationship between the historical landscape 118 4.23 0.831 0.077
and the contemporary landscape in cities (V25)

Urban landscape as a text" has lost part of its "meaning" due to disintegration, 118 4.13 0.873 0.080
destruction and degradation (V26)

Crisis and chaos in the landscape of contemporary cities (V28) 118 4.33 0.807 0.074
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Table 3. The output of t-test of structural challenges

One-Sample Statistics

Structural challenges of urban landscape in Iran N Mean Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean
Lack of operational solutions in urban landscape development programs (V8) 118 3.68 1.037 0.095
The inefficiency of the monitoring systems (V10) 118 438 0.857 0.079
The dimension of supervision in visual management and the evaluation process 118 4.08 0.930 0.086
and the valid criteria for its implementation have not been addressed (V11)
2‘ Lack of rules and regulations of control and visual guidance (V17) 118 3.86 1.020 0.094
Absence of a special protection program from a historical urban Landscape (V18) 118 3.95 1.011 0.093
+@)
d The criteria have been without considering the users and the meaning received 118 4.09 0.847 0.078
from them addressed (V19)
. Neglecting the importance of preserving the visual identity of the urban landscape 118 4.08 0.812 0.075
u in the designs (V20)
1 Historical urban landscape have suffered the most damage from urban 118 4.14 0.905 0.083
development (V29)

Table 4. The output of the t-test of content challenges

One-Sample Statistics

Content challenges of urban landscape in Iran N Mean Std. Deviation  Std. Error Mean

s

O g (S 3 et gl § (S gl

Lack of a common language between the scientific and professional community 118 4.03 1.169 0.108
and Urban managers (V4)

Limiting people's participation in the urban landscape (V14) 118 4.16 0.995 0.092
The lack of attention of urban management and planning to the visual and 118 4.15 0.912 0.084
perceptual aspects of the city in the citizens minds (V15)
Ignoring the capacities of perceptual and semantic dimensions in plans and projects 118 4.10 0.973 0.090
(V16)
Many Urban landscape do not make any meaningful connection with users. In 118 4.14 0.830 0.076

reading the meaning of the urban landscape context, sometimes clear imagery are
not formed in the users’ minds. (V23)

Ignoring the category of meaning is one of the main causes of the phenomenon of 118 4.19 0.819 0.075
placelessness in cities (V27)

Table 5. Descriptive statistics of Friedman’s test (Ranking urban landscape challenges in Iran’s urban planning

system)
Descriptive Statistics
Semantic-identity challenges of the urban landscape N Mean Mean Rank Std. Deviation Minimum Maximum
Contextual challenges 118 3.54 1.20 0.482 2 5
Structural challenges 118 4.03 2.29 0.593 2 5
Content challenges 118 4.13 2.51 0.612 2 5
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Structural challenges
Inefficiency of monitoring systems
Historical urban landscape have suffered the most
damage from urban development

The criteria have been without considering the users
and the meaning received from them addressed
Failure to address the monitoring dimension
dimension of supervision in visual management and
the evaluation process and the valid criteria for its
implementation have not been addressed

=~

Neglecting the importance of preserving the visual
N identity of the urban landscape in the designs - )

-——

Fig. 3. Trilogy Analysis Model of semantic-identity challenges of the urban landscape in Iran, emphasizing the
challenges with the highest scores
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